R697 Rumination for June 17, 2018
By KC Ung

The Theme: Children of God the Father (Father’s Day Rumination)
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God. 
Rom. 8:16
The Thots: 


1 Jn. 3:1, HCSB
A. Our Awesome Father – Look (Behold, KJV) – Behold…what our Father has Bestowed on us:
Look at how great a love the Father has given us that we should be called God’s children. 

And we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it didn’t know Him.

1. Behold! Our Father Feeds the Fowls of the air, and we are Better than them!

Mt. 6:26 
Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; 
yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? 

2. Behold! Our Father Bestows us with His Holy Spirit Whom His Son Sends to us!

Lk. 24:49

Behold, I send the promise of My Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, 
until ye be endued with power from on high.

3. Behold! It is Beyond our Comprehension how the Father can make us Be His Children.
I Jn. 3:1

Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called 
the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew Him not.
B. Our Amazing Father – What Manner of Love…

I Jn. 3:1
1. Our Father’s Amazing Love is from “out of this Country”! – "What manner of love". 
"What manner of" literally is "from what country, race or tribe" (Thayer) i.e. it is a Far different love 
than is common on this earth. It is a heavenly love that is Foreign to this world.
2. Our Father’s Amazing Love is Continuous – Hath bestowed 
It is in the perfect tense in the Greek and thus means continuous 

that is, the gift "becomes a Permanent Possession of the recipient" (Wuest). 
Cf. Rom. 8:37-39
3. It is Amazing, our Father Called us Children! – that we should be called God’s children.   1 Jn. 3:1, HCSB
a. We were first Children of Creation for God had created us when He created all things.
Col. 1:16

b. Then we were Converted to Christ to be the Children of God.
Gal. 3:26
For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.
· Now the Father Himself Called us the Children of God.
4. This Amazing Father’s Love Can only be Comprehended in Christ.
Eph. 3:18-19

May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And 
to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.

5. It is not Amazing that the world Cannot Conceive the Father’s Love because they know not Christ. I Jn.3:1
The world knoweth us not, because it knew Him not.

He was in the world, and the world was made by Him, and the world knew Him not.

cf. Jn. 1:10
C. Our Astounding Father - Beloved, now are we the sons of God

I Jn. 3:2
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, 
when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is.
1. Beloved, now we are the children of God – Accept it as a Fact from the Father.

2. and it doth not yet appear what we shall be – What we Are does not Appear to be Final yet.

"This likeness [to Christ] in this context has to do with a physical likeness, not a spiritual one" (Wuest).
3. but we know that, when He shall appear we shall be like Him 

· Be Assured that when the Son Appears we shall be like Him Finally!
4. for we shall see Him as He is – It will then be Affirmed that we shall be like Him, so Assures the Father.
· God, our Father is just Awesome, Amazing and Astounding!
D. Finally, The Aim of the Father  is to ensure that His Child Focuses on His Son.


And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 
I Jn. 3:3, NKJV
1. The Focus of every Child of God is to have this Hope in the Father’s Son.
2. This Fixed hope will help him purify himself – 
3. Even as the Son who Follows Him can be pure, just as He is pure.
· As children of God purified by this hope in us, let us continue to keep the feast of Love Divine alive

Until we see Him and changed into like image as Himself when He comes.
Behold, what love, what boundless love, The Father hath bestowed
On sinners lost, that we should be Now called the sons of God!

Refrain:
Behold, what manner of love! What manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
That we, that we should be called, Should be called the sons of God!



Robert Boswell

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R.697
1. Today is Father’s Day and what greater act of filial piety can we demonstrate than to renew our Love for our Father in Heaven for the many things He has done for us 
and to remember, respect and honour the father He has given us on earth.
One important obligation on our part to our Father in heaven is:


Matthew 5:16

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven.
Matthew 5:43-48
Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. 
But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 
That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 
For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? 
do not even the publicans the same? 
And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? 
do not even the publicans so? 
Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 

Mark 11:25, 26
And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses. 

Luke 6:36 (KJV) 
Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. 

Above all do not forget to Obey your Father in Heaven Who commands His children:

Ephesians 6:2-3 
Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;) 

That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.

On this Father’s Day, as a Child of God seek to do that which pleases your Father as stated above and what He commands you to do vis-à-vis your father on earth.

Seek to glorify your Father Who is in Heaven and honour your father on earth.
Can you just do this on this Father’s Day?
REFLECT.
2. On this Father’s Day, can you behave as your Father in Heaven?
Not Fully as He is because that would be impossible but at least to try to be imitators of Him even as we are told to be imitators of Paul as Paul was an imitator of Christ –  
Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ. 
I Cor. 11:1, NASB
On this Father’s Day…

Can you welcome back your prodigal son if he returns to you in repentance as the father of the prodigal son did? 
Lk. 15:11-32

Can you love your children to spend time with them and not to provoke them to frustration when they get on your nerves – 
Eph. 6:4 
And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
Can you spare some time to be with your children even for today, if not, for the rest of the days that God spares you?

REFLECT.
Points To Ponder: 
A Child who seeks to Honour His Father in Heaven 

starts by Honouring his father on Earth.
